
Returning To Church
Know that the Lord is God. He made us, and we are his.

We are His people, the sheep of His pasture.
Enter His gates with thanksgiving, His courtyards with praise.

Give thanks to Him and bless His name.
(Psalm 100:3-4)

People loved by God, it is with great joy that we will be able to gather around our Lord’s Altar 
and receive His gifts again this weekend. In order to comply with the CDC and the governor’s 
guidelines and to protect our neighbors and ourselves, it is extremely important that we agree 
to follow some specific guidelines for coming to church at CTK this Sunday. Please read this 
lengthy email (document) carefully and in its entirety.

According the governor’s order and with clarification from the Yellowstone County Health 
Officials, we ARE allowed to gather and to have MORE than ten people in our gathering space so 
long as the specific social distancing guidelines are carefully followed. That means at least six (6) 
feet between family groups and maintaining an ultra-clean environment. We are able to do 
these things and happily comply with these guidelines. 

The governor’s guidelines recommend that anyone who is in the “vulnerable” group “should” 
continue to follow the stay-at-home order. There is room in his directive for the individual to 
make this determination, please be wise in making the decision that is right for you and do not 
feel pressured to attend. I am happy to meet you privately for communion if you are concerned 
about gathering with others at church at this time. 

For this Sunday, the elders and I have decided to stick to one service (at our normal 10AM time) 
and divide into two groups, the larger group upstairs and the smaller group downstairs. In 
addition to meeting at the Church, we will continue the live-stream on facebook beginning at 
10AM for those who are not able to attend. Eventually the live-stream service will be 
discontinued as the Lord desires that we gather as His people in His house.

Maintaining the required social distancing guidelines of at least six (6) feet between family 
groups at all times, we have twelve (12) full size pews available for our use in the sanctuary. 
There will always be one full empty pew between each family group. With this arrangement, we 
should be able to safely and legally seat between 30 and 35 people upstairs. In the basement, 
10-12 can gather safely. The basement group will still have to watch the service on the 
projection screen but you should be able to sing with the organ and you will be able to receive 
Holy Communion. 



If we can safely seat between 40 and 45 people, this means that we will not be able to seat all of
our regular attenders at one service. In order to get a feel for how many would like to come this 
Sunday I need you to respond to me with your name and the number of people in your family 
group. 

The elders, along with my family, are willing to be flexible and if necessary, remain at home and 
watch the service through the live-stream and then come to the church later in the day to 
receive Holy Communion. It may be that this is unnecessary and that everyone who is able and 
who desires to be in church this Sunday will be able to fit in the space we have available. 

What I need from you to make this work is for you to respond to this email with your name 
and the number of people in your family group who desire to attend this Sunday. I will send 
you confirmation that you are on the list to be in attendance on Sunday. Before you respond, 
please read the important items that are listed below.

1. The governor is recommending that if you are a member of a vulnerable group (over the 
age of 65, high blood pressure, obese, immunocompromised, etc.) that you should stay 
home.  This recommendation uses the word “should” and does allow for the individual to 
make an informed decision, please use your wisdom to make the decision that you are 
comfortable with.

2. If you or your children have a fever or any kind of a sickness or a cold with a cough, please
consider your neighbor’s needs and DO NOT attend at this time.  

3. Strict social distancing (six feet) between members of different households must be 
maintained at all times. For everyone to be as safe as possible this is not a suggestion but 
must be a rule. (When it comes to communion, Pastor Wendt will wear an appropriate 
facemask in order to distribute the sacrament to one family group at a time with diligent 
cleaning between each group.)

4. Please use the restroom facility at home prior to attending the service and if possible, 
please avoid using the restroom while you are at the church. If the restroom must be 
used, you will need to carefully clean it when you are finished.

5. Only come for the service if you have responded to Pastor Wendt and received 
confirmation from Pastor Wendt. If we need to add service times to accommodate 
everyone, we will make that adjustment quickly. This is a starting point and the elders 
and I have done our best to work through all these issues.



6. Do not enter the church building at the same time as other family groups. This means 
that you should plan to arrive early and be prepared to wait a few minutes to enter. 
Please do not come late. The service will still be live-streamed for those not able to 
attend and that streaming will begin promptly at 9:57.

7. Since the service will be live-streamed, we will continue as we have during the last six 
weeks. The service will end with prayers and benediction and a closing hymn as well as a 
brief address to those watching online. Once the video is stopped, those in the church will
then be able to receive Holy Communion. (We will not live-stream the communion 
portion of the service.) Each family group will come up to the communion rail, receive 
communion, and then should immediately exit out the West door (the ramp door). This 
will take a little longer and not flow very smoothly but it should be as safe as we can 
make it. Remember, the Lord gives you His body and blood for your good and by this 
meal He blesses and sustains both your body and soul. Trust Him at His Word regarding 
His meal.  

8. Please sit only in designated pews and sit toward the outsides of the building not toward 
the center aisle. These are the pews that will be diligently cleaned after the service.

9. Please sit only with members of your own household with whom you have already been 
in contact.

10. The service will be printed and you will not need to make use of a hymnal. This will make 
cleaning a little easier. Please take the printed service with you when you leave so that no
one else has to clean those up. We will not be passing the offering plate, but the plate will
be at the door and we continue to appreciate your gifts. 

Thank you for your patience and your cooperation and your continued prayers! I look forward to
seeing you and serving you with the Lord’s gifts in His house again!

In Christ,

Pastor Wendt

P.S. – You can read the Governor’s complete Order and Rationale at the following link:

https://ewscripps.brightspotcdn.com/5b/1d/94b67bee4a9e9984d6bc231e48cc/reopening-montana-phased-
approach.pdf

https://ewscripps.brightspotcdn.com/5b/1d/94b67bee4a9e9984d6bc231e48cc/reopening-montana-phased-approach.pdf
https://ewscripps.brightspotcdn.com/5b/1d/94b67bee4a9e9984d6bc231e48cc/reopening-montana-phased-approach.pdf

