3-27-2020
Saints of Christ at Christ the King,
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins to
deliver us from the present evil age, according to the Will of our God and Father, to Whom be glory forever and
ever. Amen.” (Galatians 1:3-5)
As you probably know by now, yesterday we received a “Shelter-In-Place” (stay at home) order from the
Governor that begins tonight at Midnight and is effective until April 10th. President Forke and the pastors of the
Montana District are working hard to respond quickly and faithfully to changing circumstances.
This new directive closes most businesses and public gathering areas and it encourages people to remain in their
homes. While not being targeted, churches are not exempt from this order. However, in talking with the
Attorney General, it does appear that pastors can continue to live-stream services from their church buildings
thus assisting in keeping members at home.
These decisions have not been easy ones but they have been made after many conversations with the District
President, faithful brother pastors of the Montana District, and in consultation with the elders of Christ the King.
Desiring to please God and to continue giving His Words of Life to you during this critical time, while also
being our brother’s keeper, a good neighbor, and a good citizen, the elders and I agree about how we must
proceed:


Though it is less than ideal, it is my intention to continue streaming both the Sunday Morning and the
Wednesday Midweek services. These will be available on Facebook, YouTube, and our webpage, both
in video and audio only formats. *Please know that at this time, even this is against the Governor’s order
and the police in Yellowstone County have been instructed to patrol for violators. In addition, and very
sadly, the police have setup a hotline for individuals to call and turn in those violating these orders. (The
devil is working hard to make your neighbor your enemy.)



I will also continue to make audio CD’s for those members who do not have internet access.



Maundy Thursday (April 9th) and Good Friday (April 10th) services will also be streamed, but we will
have to wait to see how things develop with regard to Easter Sunday (April 12th).



I will not be able to continue opening the church building for private communion services during the
week. I am extremely disappointed by this, but I am certain that the Lord will sustain you and me both
during this time, for He is faithful. Dealing with similar plagues and being unable to gather, Luther, in
the Smalcald Articles writes, "We will now return to the Gospel, which does not give us counsel and aid
against sin in only one way. God is SUPERABUNDANTLY GENEROUS IN HIS GRACE: First,
through the spoken Word, by which the forgiveness of sins is preached in the whole world. Second,
through Baptism. Third, through the holy Sacrament of the Altar. Fourth, through the Power of the
Keys..." The Word of God is efficacious (effective) and in the absolution spoken and the Word
preached, even over the internet, you do receive the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation from Jesus.

Hearing the Word only, especially over the internet, is not a permanent replacement for receiving the
Sacrament of the Altar often, still, the spoken Word creates faith as Romans 10:17 says. Jesus also
sometimes gave healing only by speaking the Word. It is my great hope and constant prayer that though
we are kept from gathering and receiving Christ’s real body and blood for a short time, that you will
treasure and desire this Sacrament all the more when we gather together again.


While I am not able to continue opening the church during the week, if you are in a crisis of faith and
desire the Sacrament between now and April 10th, please contact me and we will make special
arrangements for a brief service.



We appreciate all of you who have faithfully given your tithe to the Lord to support His work in
Billings! Since we are not able to gather, please mail your offerings to 759 Newman Lane, Billings MT
59101

Christ’s church will weather this storm as it has all of the others that have come before. Not because she is
strong by herself, but because Christ is strong and He is in control of the wind and the waves and the storm.
Please continue to live in the fear of the Lord and do not panic at what you see in this dying world. “God is our
refuge and strength a very present help in trouble.” (Ps. 46:1)
Whether you listen online or via a cd, I encourage you now as I have always encouraged you, and also as the 3rd
Commandment teaches, to set aside Sunday as a holy day. A day to hold God’s Word sacred and gladly hear
and learn it.
To that end, get up, get dressed, focus on the service only, follow along in the emailed bulletin or in your
hymnal, and participate in the singing and the responses knowing that even though gathered separately Christ
and His kingdom of grace is present with you.
My prayer is that the Lord will grant us deliverance from this virus, that we will take His call to repentance and
faith seriously, and that we will be able to worship together in God’s House and celebrate the Resurrection of
our Lord.
Please pray for the pastors and churches of the LCMS in Montana and across the United States. Also the doctors
and nurses and all the workers that continue to care for the needs of the body. These are difficult days and the
devil seeks to use them to destroy you. However, we know that we serve a faithful God who promises to work
all things for good for those who love Him who are called according to His purpose. So it is with boldness and
confidence that we journey by faith into this uncertainty, being sure and certain of the love and promises given
to us in Holy Baptism.
“Change and decay in all around I see, O Thou who changest not, abide with me!”
In Christ,

Pastor Wendt

